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serve to illustrate both the choice of a reeve and the large
payments made to avoid the burden. The jurors on the
manor " say that John Atgreen, John of South wood, Thomas
Smith and Richard Young are the best and most competent
men of the whole vill for the purpose of filling and executing
the office of reeve. And of these the steward has chosen
Thomas Smith for the office. Afterwards the said Thomas
made fine that he might be absolved from the office of reeve
and gives the lord forty shillings"1. Yet on other manors
the reeve fulfilled some of the main duties of a bailiff. Either
alone, or jointly with the bailiff, he might be responsible for
rendering the annual accounts of manorial receipts and out-
goings2. In this capacity he would receive the rents and
make the necessary purchases of materials and implements 3.
A case is recorded (1305) in which the lord of a manor sued
the bailiff for his failure to render the accounts. The bailiff's
defence was that a certain Geoffrey Fige was the reeve in
the manor, " and received all proceeds and profits of the
same manor ". And because the reeve " did not dispose
over well of the things " (de rebus) of the lord, the latter
requested his bailiff to supervise him; but the bailiff
declared that he was not chargeable as the receiver of the
lord's rents during this period4. In addition the reeve,
like the bailiff, might continue to hold office for a succession
of years5. Where the reeve acted on behalf of the lord's
interests and enjoyed permanency of tenure,^ his position
would be analogous to that of the Anglo-Saxon reeve6,
whose duties are set forth in an eleventh-century treatise on
1  Select Pleas in Manorial Courts, i. 168 ;   Pembroke Surveys, ii. 345.
In some manors a particular tenement was selected to bear the burden
of the office of reeve, e.g. at Forncett:   Davenport, The Economic De-
velopment of a Norfolk Manor, 50.    Similarly, at Sidestrand in 1497 the
jury " elect the house of Calke " to perform the office of wigener (wick-
ner) : Hoare, History of an East Anglian Soke, 133.
2  This was pointed out (1906) by Miss F. G. Davenport, in The Economic
Development of a Norfolk Manor, 25 ;  and more recently by H, S. Bennett,
" The Reeve and the Manor in the Fourteenth Century ", in The English
Historical Review, xli. 360, 363-365.
3  E.g. N. S. B. and E. C. Gras, The Economic and Social History of an
English Village (1930), 19; and preceding note.
4  Select Cases concerning the Law Merchant (Selden Society Publications),
ii. p. xc.            6 Davenport, op, cit. 25, note i ; Bennett, op. cit. 360-361,
6 Round, in Victoria County History, Herefordshire, i. 287-288.